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Although the divorce is enacted to all appearances with perfect decorum, there is a strong
fictitious element in it. This starts with the underlying fact that the demon cannot really
be assumed to be married to the master of the house. The assumption that it is around is
deduced from the existence of some trouble in the house such as disease or some other
calamity. Add to thisisthe fact that it is in practice difficult, if not impossible to serve a
deed of divorce on a demon. This is fraught with further complications, for most legal
authorities would probably deny the applicability of the divorce law with regard to
demons. The deed of divorce for the demons is thus, even in the eyes of the society with

which we are dealing, largely a fiction, a theatrical act, a metaphor, and yet it is not a
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mere sham. We may take it that it was taken seriously by its practitioners and was

considered by them to be highly effective.®’
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